LINGAYAT WRITERS
FROM 1160-1600
Transition   from  Ancient   to  Mediaeval Kanare&e.
Whatever the explanation may be, it is a striking
fact that the early -Lingayat period was marked by
important changes both in grammatical usage and in
literary form. The letter la was entirely dropped, and
its place taken by (a or the half-letter r. The letter pa
at the commencement of a word and in verbal forms
was changed to ha. And there was a negligence in the
observance of the rules of syntax and of rhyme (pr$$a}t
which is in marked contrast with the precision of the
early Jaina poets. The hitherto dominant champu
form of composition, though it still continued to be used
by scholars, fell more and more into desuetude* All
the, metres hitherto used had been those which occur in
Sanskrit; but at this time new and purely Kanarese
metres were introduced- These are especially the
shatpadt (six-lined stanzas), the tripadi (three-lined
stanzas), and the ragafes (lyrical compositions with
refrains). The first to use shatpadi was Raghavanka
(c. 1165). He was followed, a hundred years later, by
the Jaina Kumudendu (c* 1275). A hundred years later
still, this metre was adopted in the Basava-puraga
(1369) and the Padmaraja-purana (c. 1385), It thence-
forward became'the most common metre of all later
works, whether Lingayat or Vaistujava, Another
literary form which dates from this period is the
$&ngatya> which appears first in 1232, It became very
common after the middle of the fifteenth century,